SIGNS OF THE TIMES.                                Sol
under strange outward circumstances: Saint Paul and his brother Apostles were politically slaves; Epictetus was personally one. Again, forget the influences of Chivalry and Keligion, and ask : What countries produced Columbus and Las Casas ? Or, descending from virtue and heroism to mere energy and spiritual talent: Cortes, Pizarro, Alba, Ximenes? The Spaniards of the sixteenth century were indisputably the noblest nation of Europe; yet they had the Inquisition and Philip II. They have the same government at this day; and are the lowest nation. The Dutch too have retained l,h oir old constitution; but no Siege of Ley den, no William the Silent, not even an Egmont or DC Witt any longer appears among them. With ourselves also, where much has changed, effect has nowise followed cause as it should have done: two centuries ago, the Commons Speaker addressed Queun Elizabeth on bonded knees, happy that the virago's foot did not even smite him; yet I/ho people were then governed, not by a Castlercagh, but by a Burghley; they had their Shakspearo and Philip Sidney, where we have our Sheridan Ivnowles and Beau Bruminel.
These and the like facts arc so familiar, the truths which they preach so obvioiis, and have in all past times been so universally believed and acted on, that we should almost feel ashamed for repeating thorn; were it not that, on every hand, the memory of them seems to have passed away, or at best died into a faint tradition, of no value as a practical principle. To judge by the loud clamour of our Constitution-builders, Statists, Economists, directors, creators, reformers of Public Societies; in a word, all manner of Mechanists, from the Cartwright up to the Code-maker; and by the nearly total silence of all Preachers and Teachers who should give a voice to Poetry, Religion and Morality, we might fancy either that man's Dynamical nature was, to all